ASTRONOMY

EXPLORING THE MOON FROM YOUR BACKYARD

YOU NEED: A clear Night when the moon is about Half full, your eyes,
aNnd A pair of binoculars.

WHAT TO DO

Go ourtside and observe THe moon with just your eyes. Look as carefully as you
cAN. For best viewing, don'T stare AT THE Mmoon; leT your eyes dance all around ir.

Draw wHaT you see oN your LUNAR OBSERVATION shieer.

WHen you have finished, look for other details with your binoculars.

NOW GO TO YOUR LUNAR OBSERVATION SHEET AND COMPLETE IT.

Did you know That The moon has A name? LUNA
That is where we GeT The word LUNAR . . . ~
IMPORTANT TERMS

LUNAR is the word we use for anyThing related 1o THE moon.

The line berween The dark and

TERMINATOR

N

light sides of The moon is called
the TERMINATOR.

AT THE TERMINATOR iT's EiTHER
SUNRISE OR SUNSET so sHadows
ARE Always longest THere. This
MAKES iT EASIER TO SEE lUNAR

feaTures Along THE TERMINATOR.

You can also see THe MARES (Latin for SEAS). These are The darker areas that look like
0CEANs. THey ARE NOT OCEANS of waTER, but THEY WERE ONCE 0CEANS of MOlTEN [avA!
Some people see sHapes in THe mares, like The Man in The Moon or The Rabbit in THE moon.

CaN you imAGINE ANYTHING iN THE MARES?
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LUNAR OB5ERVATIONS.

ASTRONOMER. STARDATE:.

LOCATION. THTIE.

USING ONLY YOUR EYES, LOOK FOR AS MUCH DETAIL AS YOU CAN ON THE MOON.
SKETCH IT IN BELOW.

When you have finished, look at the moon again, but this time through the binoculars.
Can you see any large craters through the binoculars? If so, draw them in.

If you look closely, you can probably see smaller craters along the terminator.
Do you see them? If so, draw them in.

Do vou see other details on the moon? | bet vou can!





